
  
 

 
 

Religious Education Policy 
 

Why is RE important? 
Religious Education is an extremely important subject in both primary and secondary schools but is often 
misunderstood. There is a widely held misconception that Religious Education is more like religious instruction, 
telling children what to believe and how to live. The reality, however, is much different. Religious Education is 
crucial for exposing children to a variety of different world-views, beliefs and cultures, which, in turn, helps 
them become more spiritually, socially and morally tolerant. In many ways, Religious Education plays a key 
role in children’s personal development. RE is a statutory requirement in all state-funded schools. This Syllabus 
is based on a clear understanding of its educational value for pupils, schools and society as a whole 
The importance of Religious Education in primary schools can be broken down into the following core 
categories, all of which centre around helping children become more self-aware, kind and tolerant young 
people. 

Spiritual Growth – Moral Growth – Cultural Growth 

When is RE taught? 
RE is taught weekly in KS1 and KS2. These are stand alone lessons that build on each year’s knowledge and 
skills. Children are encouraged to discuss their own religions and share their own experiences during these 
sessions and at any time during their school day. All teachers plan a dedicated hour within their weekly 
timetable to cover the objectives of their unit. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
How is RE taught? 
As a Hertfordshire maintained school we follow the agreed syllabus set down by the local authority. We teach 
our RE curriculum using the Twinkl RE resources – ensuring that the coverage matched that if the agreed syllabus. 
Our RE lessons are intended to offer a broad and rich RE curriculum to allow for coverage of the areas 
prescribed; to allow for a variety of ways to explore religions, their community and personal development 
and wellbeing. The lessons have an intention of providing a high quality, coherent and progressive experience 
of the subject, with scope for cross-curricular learning. Through each unit, children will know about and 
understand a range of religions and world views. They will be able to identify, investigate and respond to a 
variety of issues. SMSC, personal growth and community cohesion are featured throughout each non-statutory 
strand and are there to ensure opportunities for children to develop positive attitudes and values and to reflect 
on and relate their learning in RE to their own experiences. The intent is to make sure that children understand 
the relevance of RE in today’s modern world and how it affects our lives. 
 
What do we learn about in RE? 
In KS1, children begin to look at other religions, focusing on celebrations and rituals. In KS2, we offer a wider 
range of learning opportunities about the world’s religions including deeper understanding of the origin of those 
religions and their key stories and teachings. Throughout both key stages, emphasis on personal growth and 
community cohesion is evident, allowing for personal development for the children from KS1 to the end of KS2. 
There are unit overviews available for each Twinkl Planit unit, which demonstrates where challenge and 
differentiation will show development of skills. As well as unit overviews, end of unit assessments are available to 
support teachers in making sure children have reached the intended outcomes.  
 
How do we assess and monitor RE? 
RE is a teacher assessed subject and at the start of each unit children complete a mind map of their current 
knowledge from the unit title. They then complete the mind map again to show what they have learnt. 
Children are given a WHISK (What I Should Know) sheet that they refer to during the unit.  
 
Supporting children with SEND in RE? 
Teachers will plan lessons so pupils with SEN and/or disabilities can study RE wherever possible and ensure 
that there are no barriers to every pupil achieving. This personalized approach ensures that additional support 
is readily available when needed, enabling each child to thrive in their Computing education. 
 
 
Statutory Content 
 

Statutory Content at each Key Stage 

EYFS Children will encounter Christianity and religions and beliefs represented in the 
class, school or local community and beyond. RE will support a growing sense of the 
child’s awareness of self, their own community and their place within this 

KS2 (Y1 & 2) Christianity and at least one other Abrahamic religion are to be studied in depth 
(Judaism and/or Islam), or the predominant additional principal faith represented 
in the school. Pupils may also learn from other religions and worldviews in thematic 
units. 

Lower KS2 (Y3 & 4) Christianity and at least two other principal faiths are to be studied in depth, one 
Abrahamic and one Dharmic. (Recommended focus faiths for lower KS2 – 
Christianity, Islam, Hinduism or Sikhism). Pupils may also learn from other religions 
and worldviews in thematic units 

Upper KS2 (Y 5 & 6) Christianity and at least two other principal faiths are to be studied in depth, one 
Abrahamic and one Dharmic. (Recommended focus faiths for upper KS2 – 
Christianity, Judaism, Hinduism or Buddhism). Pupils may also learn from other 
religions and worldviews in thematic units. All six principal religions and non-
religious worldviews will have been introduced by the end of the Primary School 
phase, though not all necessarily at the same depth. 

 

 
 
 



Progression of skills and knowledge 
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